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002 Vehicle Identification and
VIN Decoder

Some of the information in this manual applies only to cars of a particular mode! year or range of years. For example.
2004 refers to the 2004 model year but does not necessarily match the calendar year in which the car was
manufactured or sold. To be sure of the model year of a particular car, check the vehicle identification number (VIN) on
the car.

The VIM is a unique sequence of 17 characters assigned by BMW to identity each individual car. When decoded, the
VIN telis the country and year of manufaciure; make, model and serial number, assembly plant and even some
equipment specifications.

The BMW VIN is on a plate mounted on the top of the dashboard, on the driver's side where the number can be seen
through the windshigld. The 10th character is the model year code. Example: 4 for 2004. For 2010, A is used, The lable
below explains some of the codes in the VIN for 2004 through 2010 BMW EEOQ and E61 5 Series cars covered by this
mantal.

Sample VIN: [WBA|[NAS53|5/04[B]- --- - -

[VIN  |Description |Decoding information
| position -
1.3 |Countryof |WBA BMW, AG. Munich, Germany
| manufactlure | WBS BMW Motorsports GmbH, Munich. Germany
fa-7 Vehcle code | NAS3 525( 2004 - 2005 (2003/08/01 to 2005/02/28)
MES3 5251 2006 - 2007 (20050301 to 2007102/28)
NUs3 5281 2008 - 2010 (20070301 0 200912/}
| MATI 5301 2004 - 2005 (2003/01/01 to 2005/08/27)
NET3 530§ 2006 - 2007 (20050201 to 2007/02/28)
NW13 5351 2008 - 2010 (2007/03/'01 to 2009/12/31)
NB33 545) 2004 - 2005 (20030901 to 200508/31)
NB53 5501 2006 - 2007 (200509071 to 2007/02/28}
NW53 5501 2008 - 2010 (2007/02/01 10 2009/12/31)
MF33 5285x 2006 - 2007 (2005/04/01 10 2007/02/28)
NV13 H28xi 2008 - 2010 (2007/03701 10 200812/31)
MF73 530w 2006 - 2007 {2005/04/01 to 2007/02/28)
| NVO3 535x%i 2008 - 2010 (20070301 10 200912/31)
NN73 530x Sport Wagoen 2006 - 2007 (2005/04/01 to 2007/02/28)
PT73 535xi Sport Wagon 2008 - 2010
| NBS3 M5
!_B_ |Es'ir§r;|_$1}5-' 5 RMultiple restraint system
| | lam ) -
a 1 Check digit o 0 -9 or X, calculated by NHTSA |
10 ru-'!:;ﬂél year 4 2004 |
bil 2005
6 2006
7 2007
2 2008
] 2004 |
A 2010
IEE Aszsambly B.C Munich, Germany |:
plant
i 1217 Serial numbar"]' Sequential production number for specilic vehicle l '—’-;'P







